
Case Study 

 This student will be given the pseudonym Mary. She is nine years old at Grant 

Elementary in San Lorenzo. She was evaluated on September 30.  

 We read with Mary earlier in the year. She struggles with reading fluency and read at a 

level below where she last was tested (read at level M in Fountas and Pinnell). She is at grade 

level with math. In both math and ELA, she is a willing participant. This student had some issue 

with home insecurity, but is in a solid place now. Getting tech to her was an issue and she missed 

about two weeks while these (and other) issues were being resolved. I was this student’s long-

term substitute for two months last year. She is well-liked by peers and when she returned after 

aforementioned issues the class was ecstatic.  

 Mary likes school when we sing and do math. She mentioned math another time in the 

interview, saying she wants to be a math teacher (or a doctor) when she grows up. Even with the 

lower reading scores and fluency, she is an enthusiastic reader, saying that reading makes her 

feel happy and joyful. She likes to read when it’s quiet, which can sometimes be hard in her 

house when it’s loud. She likes to draw and thinks teachers should do that more. Some books 

Mary doesn’t like to read are about clowns, scary dolls, biography, science fiction, and poetry. 

She likes to read books about people, sports, animals, fantasy, and mystery.  

 The last book Mary read was Inside a Cow, which was a shared reading book we read in 

class. Before that was the new Dogman book. Her favorite book is Paws and Claws, which was a 

small group reading book, and the new Dogman book. The Inside a Cow book made her laugh 

because it ends with a cow pooping. People in her house sometimes read paper books, but more 

often read magazines or digital books. She watches TV or plays video games during the 

afternoon and into the night, sometimes until her head hurts. Before COVID, she visited the 



public library a lot, (her mom would check out books as would she) but since COVID she hasn’t 

been able to. When asked if she had the choice to read or play video games, she picked reading.  
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